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resolution began a new dawn in the history of our
country. Men, women, and children had assembled
together regardless of the biting cold. There, under
a clear blue sky they stood and took the Indepen-
dence Pledge solemnly and With deep feeling.
Jawahar read out the Pledge and the rest of the
crowd repeated it.

Thus our country pledged itself to freedom and
though a few of her sons have deserted her since
that winter of 1929, thousands upon thousands have
kept their word and have continued to suffer and
strive for the achievement of Swaraj without which
India can have no peace.

We returned to Allahabad as soon as the session
was over but the future did not look bright. It was
obvious that much hardship, suffering and strife lay
ahead. But somehow it did not make one feel down-
hearted. On the contrary one felt elated and
courageous enough to face all that the future had
in store without flinching. ,

Some months before the Congress Session father
gave away our old home 'as a gift to the Nation. He
had long desired to do so and he felt all the happier
for it. We went to live in the new house he had
built specially for Jawahar and his family. It was
lovely and father was very proud of it. Whilst in
Europe I had spent many hours shopping with
father, buying electrical and other fitting for the
new house. Father was never tired of these excur-
sions and the delight he took in them was a pleasure
to see.

The new house had to be named Anand Bhawan
as father could not conceive of living anywhere else
but in Anand Bhawan. The old house was re-named
Swaraj Bhawan, and still is partly used as a Con-
gress Hospital and partly as offices of the All-India
Congress Committee,, except when it is locked up and
sealed by the police which is not infrequent.